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Students at the 2006 Social Justice Summer School think about a point a guest speaker has just
made. From left to right: Eduardo Sifuentes, Brittany Lovato, Luis Orozco, German Sifuentes,
Dadrian Gage, C.J. Lovato and Julian Padilla.
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Introduction

Before Rosa Parks refused to move to the back of the bus in December of 1955, she spent time at the
Highlander Folk School in Mount Eagleennessee learning about the history of social protest. Before Cesar
Chavez began organizing farm workers in California and undertaking the table grape boycott in the 1960s, he spen
time at Saullinsky’s IndustriaAreas Foundation in Chicago learning how poor people can build power in their
communities. Even Dorothy Daye founder of the Catholdorker Movement, went back to “school” to learn
about the gospel of social change. Over the last 100 years those who have been engaged in social change underst
the importance of passing down the knowledge and insight of what has been learned in the battles for social justice

and equality

Program

This springAustinVoices for Education arxbuth,The Center for Mexicaimerican Sudies afhe University
of Texas afustin and several community basegaorizations, are once again hosting the Social Justice Saturday
SchoolThis seven week program will begin on January 221 288 run through March 5, 2ZDXClasses will be
held in thelTexas Union on the UdGampus from1:00am to 2:00pnT.he purpose of the project is to identify and
produce a group of community activists who are not afraid to stand up and practice the art of creative civic

engagement in their schools and neighborhdotigal of 30 students are expected to participate.

I nstruction will include, guest speakers, short films, discussion groups, power point presentations and filed trips.
Instructors for the school will be community activists inAlistin area, sthinembers oAustinVoices and
students from the local universities. Parents of students in this program are welcomed to attend classes at any tinr
as are other members of the commuRity those who complete the program, there will be certificates of completion

awarded.

For those who wish to remain on campus, students are invited to the UT Underground where bowling and

billiards is available to everyone at no cost.



SectionTwo

Curriculum for Social Justice Saturday School

The idea of what to teach at a Social Justice Saturday School is modeled in part from what is taught at the

Highlander Folk School in Mount Eagleennessed,he Social Justice Education Institute at the University of

MassachusettsAmherst, union @anizing classes from the United Falforkers oAmerica in Keene, Califer

nia, and a course titled ganizing: People Power and Change from Harvard Universityin FKennedy School

of Government, which is taught by.Marshall Ganz

Among the topics that will be entertained during the Social Justice Saturday School are:

1.

2.

Economics and the Origins of Poverty

Social Movements in History

BuscandolaVida -The Search for Identity ilkmerica

Superman was an lllegalien - Immigration Issues and the Current Debate
The Social Construction of Community

Education vs. Schooling and what Markain had to say about this
Understanding Public Narrativ@ie Sory of You, Us and Now

The “Ins and Outs” of théexas Criminal Justice system

Current and Upcoming Issues



Enroliment Application for
Social Justice Saturday School

NAME : AGE:
Last First
ADDRESS:
Street City State Zip Code
TELEPHONE: ALTERNATE PHONE:
LAST SCHOOL ATTENDED: GRADE:

HOW WILL YOU GET TO THE SATURDAY SCHOOL?

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS SATURDAY SCHOOL?

PARENT OR GUARDIAN:

PARENT PHONE NUMBER:

ANSWER ONE OF THE TWO QUESTIONS BELOW (On a seperate shee of paper)

1. Rease describe why you would like to participate in the Social Justice Saturday School.

2. Describe someone you know or have read about who has worked to change Arimgyicia.

Permission to participate in this Saturday school for Students name

is hereby granted by DATE:

Please submit this completed applicatiolfcedo R. Santos c/s at®. Box 1945Austin, Texas 78760 or
you can scan and email it to d.santos@sbcglobal.net
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Studying for Justice

Austin students get a summer immersion in
activist history

BY MICHAEL MAY

JULY 14, 2006:

Eduardo Sifuentes, Luis Miguel Orozco, and -Ger
man Sifuentes discuss politics whlfredo Santos.
Tim Eubanks ofAustin Voices for Education and
Youth stands in the background.

photo by Michael May
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Down a silent and dusty hallway oralongside César Chavez and thies. The principal at Lanier &éred
the second floor of Lanier HighUnited Farm\Workers, and he clearly them space to hold the five-week So-
School, a group of students are spendientifies with his students’ buddingcial Justice Summer School, and they
ing their summer learning how to buildpolitical awareness. “I never thoughtecruited students who had partici-
a social movementhese arebut- 1I'd see walkouts like that again in mypated in the marches at Lanjer
ton-wearing, slogan-chanting activistdifetime,” says Santos. “I¢' like us Johnston, an8lkins high schoolsThe
poring oveiTheAnarchist Cookbook. back thenThey’re not afraid.” hope is that these students will evolve
Most of the dozen or so here are ordi- into leaders who can help improve
nary immigrant students who pro-Santos is an ganizer withAustin their schools and communities.
tested for the first time this spring,Voices for Education andouth, the
after the U.S. Congress proposed anain sponsor of the summer schoolOne day last week, Santos led the
immigration bill that would have The group aims to get students in-group of high school and college
criminalized members of their fami-volved in their education, and last year students through a discussion of
lies. Now they're taking part in theit arranged several community wide cultur e and identity.
Social Justice Summer School — saeneetings to discussISD’s efort to
rificing their sunny afternoons to sitredesign its high schooléfter the One day last week, Santos led the
under fluorescent lights and figure oustudent protests this spring, thgar group of high school and college stu-
how they can distill that flash of youth-nization saw an opportunitfhe stu- dents through a discussion of culture
ful enegy and emotion into somethingdents involved were clearly passionand identity “Identity is something
that lasts. ate, but the ébrt lacked oganization fluid that can change in dérent situ-
and a well-defined message. Santagions,” he said. “For instance, when
Alfredo Santos, 54, is their professosuggested creating a summer prograhhwas growing up in the 1960s in a
of protestAs a young man in the Sev-similar to the Highlander Folk School,small town, | felt ashamed of my dark
enties, Santos ganized in California, which trained Rosa Parks in the Fif skin. | never danced salsa or anything




like that. But after | got to college andThe students crowded around a laptdmad to do something. Some other stu-
was exposed to the Chicano movee watch part of the documentary filmdents were talking about the national
ment, | really reinvented myself. | wasTheTimes of Harvey Milk, about the protest planned for March 30, but no
all over the dance flodrFor empha- ground breaking gay San Franciscone was aanizing the dbrt. Orozco
sis, he snapped his fingers and shoalty board member assassinated inaturally took chaye. He arranged a
his belly with a grin. 1978.They watched the final scenaneeting place and led hundreds of stu-
of the film, when thousands of peoplalents on the eight-mile walk to the
The soul-searching conversation thatolding candles turn the San FrancisoBapitol. Along the way he kept the
followed vividly illustrated just how streets into a constellation of grief. Fomarch peaceful and on track. “ felt
hard it might be to ganizeTexas His- several students, it was their first exvery proud,” he says. “It really proved
panics around a common causeaosure to the gay rights movementvhat we can do if we raise our voices
Theres Luis Miguel Orozco, who Santos believes #important to teach togetherAnd we got some good things
came from Mexico five years ago andhem the history of social movementsput of it. The school created a pro-
felt very alienated from many Mexi-from Gandhi to the Zapatistas. “Thesgram after the walkout where students
can-Americans at his middle schoolare important lessons they dbget discussed immigration issues. It made
most of whom, he says, dropped ouin school,” he said. “¥u see how other more people aware of whatjoing
before high school. “It seemed likemovements succeeded and faidali on.”
they didnt know where they were understand that it sometimes takes
from, Mexico orAmerica,” he said. decades to win a battle, and it takesHe feels a sense oesponsibility

“And so they had no respect for anyperseverance and tenacity to maintain momentum,
thing. It made me ashamed, and | and students check in with him
wanted to be diérent.” Creating Leaders to get the latest on the

immigration debate, as if he
Theres Julian Padilla, who identifiesThe Santos method seems to be work- ~ were a one-man CNN.

most strongly as an intellectual and g The students are beginning to re-
gay man. “I went to school atyjize that they are living through onel he experience profoundly changed

McCallum High,” he said. “So most yf those historical moments when ifProzco. He feels a sense of responsi-
of my friends were white, and | didn’ 5y5 10 fight back. Hispanics may b&ility to maintain momentum, and stu-
really act that dierent than them. giyided along cultural and political d€nts check in with him to get the lat-
Still, the world sees me as a Latino.’lines. but most have friends or rela€St on the immigration debate, as if
tives who are undocumented immife were a one-man CNAnd on the
‘I don’t consider myselfAmeri-  grants. Lanier junior Orozco, for ex-ast day of class this yedre helped
can,” she says. “Whats the point? ample, fled his abusive father irStop @ potential race rick group of
Americans just see me as a Mexi- \exico to join his mothés family Hispanic students were plotting to
can, and I'm proud to be Mexi-  here inAustin. He and his mother arefight as manyfrican-American stu-
can! But, at the same time, | feel  here |egallybut his aunts, uncles, andlents as they could find because one
excluded from the foreign-born  grandparents are undocumentedlack student had stomped on a Mexi-
students.We need a new Chicano «any |aws that afect undocumented ¢an flag in SeptemhefThis happened
movement, butit's hardwhen  jmmigrants are going tofatct me and like eight months earli¢r he says,
there are those divisions.” my family,” he says. “Americans need @nd now some guys decided they
to understand that people come heMé€re going to take revenge on every
And theres Yvette Garza, who grew ot of necessityrhey are fleeing des- Affican-American. It was craz{go a
up in a small town on the bordét  herate conditions in Mexico. | under féw of us sat down with these guys
dont consider myseAmerican,” she giang that because thatvhat my and told them that there really waisn’
says. “Whas the pointAmericans yother and | did.” aproblem, and, if there was, they-cer
just see me as a Mexican, and I'm tainly werent going to solve anything
proud to be Mexican! But, atthe Sam the Social Justice Summer SchodpY Peating up random peoplkhank-
time, | feel excluded from the foreign-is going to produce a teenage, Hidully. they calmed down.”
born studentd/Ve need a new Chicanopanic Rosa Parks, Orozea likely

movement, but is hard when there cangidatewnhen he heard last springLiving the History

are those divisions.” that the U.S. Congress was conside®rozco says he knew very little about
ing anti-immigrant laws, he knew heother social-justice movements until




Living the History ganize. He hopes to encourage a stu-
dent movement thamore proactive,

Orozco says he knew very little abou@ne that will take aim at injustices hap-

other social-justice movements untiP€ning right at school, like the &

this summerThe story of Mahatma number of Hispanic dropouts. fétt.hot

Gandhi has particularly impresse@nough to feel that theeean injus-

him. “He shows what you can do bx}lce,” he says. Mu have to show your

fighting and not fighting at the samdace to m.al_<e adé.rence]'he students

time. He defeated the great Britisivho participated in the walkouts have

Empire, but he did it peacefully taken a publlc_ p_osmon and are

Orozco can relate because he finds§anged from withirAnd you're go-

a struggle to convince his fellow stuid to see millions more following in

dents that violence is not the answetheir footsteps.”

“It' s hard to work with teenagers,” he

says, laughing. “I mean, I'm a teen-

ager myself, but sometimes | feel like

I'm not. They're very hyper and pas-

sionate. During the march, some

started shouting at me, ‘Why should

we listen to you?’ Eventually they re-

alized we were all fighting for the same

thing.”

Several other Lanier students
are also taking pat in the Social
Justice Summer School, and they

all say they’ll march again,
and this time they’ll be
better prepared.

Several other Lanier students are also
taking part in the Social Justice Sum-
mer School, and they all say they'll
march again, and this time they’ll be
better prepared. “If a reporter asked
me why | was angry before,” says
German Sifuentes, a recent immi-
grant, “I didnt know how to answer
But now | know about the economics
of immigration. If people accuse us
of stealing from the U.S., | can talk
about the taxes we pay and the other
ways we contribute to the econarhy
can now truly represent my people.”

Santos plans to continue guiding these
young activists throughout the next
school yearHe and the other leaders
at Austin Voices for Education and
Youth plan to start “‘@nd Up” clubs

in the high schools, providing students
with a specific time and place to or



School teaches
social justice

Six-week course covers
topics from history to
political organizing

Dennis Killian

Posted: 7/12/06

Students who participated in the Social Justice
Summer School at Lanier High School got a glimps
of UT Tuesdaywhile taking a field trip to campus.

g
i . B

C.J. Lovato, age 9, views a photo screenprint, “Sin Rastrosthtivt
a trace,” on display afhe Jack S. Blanton Museum Aft during his

tour of the UT campus as a part of the Social Justice Summer School
class. Eugenio Dittborn, created the series of “airmail paintings” as an
expression of political protest to violence, censorship and injustice.

The School of SocidalVork andAustin Voices for
Education and/outh oganized the trip. thdents
took a tour of the campus, including the Jack S.
Blanton Museum oArt, where they saw paintings
depicting social and political injusticesfterward they toured th&ower and the Martin Luther King.Jtatue. Barbara
White, dean of the School of Soci&brk, welcomed the students to W@Wind said it was encouraging to have young people
recognize the importance of social justice.

After participating in the pro-immigrant rights school walkouts in March/gord, some area high school and middle
school students expressed an interest in learning more about social justigdfredal Santos, a community ganizer for
Austin Voices.The six-week course, which enflsursday covered a variety of issues ranging from history of social
injustice to agenda-setting in the Latino commuynrity said.

Santos said community activists and membeisustin Voices taught classes, which usually attracted from 10 to 20
studentsThe classes were designed to provide a context for social justice and generate a discussion about how students
can oganize for change within their school and commurity said.

Luis Orozco, a junior at Lanier High School, said he was grateful for the opportunity to take these classes.

“I learned many things about how to get people united aganized behind a social issue,” Orozco saide ‘&ke trying
to organize a group at Lanier right now to address some of the racial conflicts that have taken place between some
Hispanic andAfrican American students there.”

One instructarFederico Subervi, a professor of journalism and mass communicafieraa $ate University lectured
the students about the representation of Latinos in the news and entertainment media. Subervi said he was happy with the
students’ interaction and enthusiasm.

“A small classroom setting, no grading or no sanctioning on what they had to learn to pass lets the students freely share
their experiences and absorb what others were saying,” Subervi said. “| was able to analyze their experiences with the
media and then make connections to concepts.”

Ramon Gomez, director of communityfaifs atThe School of SocialVork, gave a lecture to the class about overcoming
the barriers of racial dérences and finding common ground with other minority groups. Gomez said the students he
taught werert’ just Mexican immigrants, but included blacks and U.S. natives.

“If you're going to stand up for social justice, you have to fight oppression for all groups,” Gomez sdily tfie hot
topic is immigration, but it may be something else in the futdree Social Justice Summer School project plans to
continue in the fall and spread to several high schoodustin and the surrounding communi§antos said.



